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Box No. 1 Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1 -44 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 -24 as originally filed 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/10-10/10 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related tabie(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
13 claims Nos. 24 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

S no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 24 

□ the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 



□ 



does not comply with the standard 
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Box No- V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-23 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-23 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-23 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item IV 

Lack of unity of invention 

This Authority considers that there are 2 inventions covered by the claims indicated as 
follows: 

I: Claims 1-23 directed to an apparatus for processing a fluid sample 
II: Claim 24 directed to a lid comprising a membrane 

The reasons for which the inventions are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept, as required by Rule 13.1 PCT, are as follows: 

The prior art has been identified as document D2: WO 94/1 8565 and discloses: 
An apparatus for processing a fluid sample comprising: 

A platform (D2, features 14 and 15) comprising: a chamber suitable for receiving a sample 
(D2, feature 2) ; 

An arm capable of being raised and lowered (D2, feature 11) and including means for 
removably attaching to the functional component such that said component may be raised 
and lowered with the arm (D2, pag 5, line 5-8); and a means for moving the platform such 
that any chamber or functional component may be aligned with respect to the arm (D2, 
pag 7, line 15-36). 

It follows that the following technical feature of claims 1-23 make a contribution over the 
prior art and can be considered as a special technical feature within the meaning of Rule 
13.2 PCT: 

The platform includes a functional component, that can be grasped by the arm. 

The problem solved by this special technical feature can therefore be construed as: to 
have the possibility of perform a plurality of operations with the same robotic arm (using 
the cutter or the sheath) 

It follows that the following technical feature of claim 24 make a contribution over the prior 
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art and can be considered as a special technical feature within the meaning of Rule 13.2 
PCT: 

In that there is a lid comprising a membrane. 

The problem solved by this special technical feature can therefore be construed as: to 
have a device for closure of a vessel. 

Consequently, neither the objective problem underlying the subjects of the claimed 
inventions, nor their solutions defined by the special technical features allow for a 
relationship to be established between the said inventions, which involves a single general 
inventive concept. 

In conclusion, the groups of claims are not linked by common or corresponding special 
technical features and define 2 different inventions not linked by a single general inventive 
concept. 

The application, hence does not meet the requirements of unity of invention as defined in 
Rules 13.1 and 13.2 PCT. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-A-5 164 318 (MIMURA TOMONORI ET AL) 17 November 1992 (1992-11- 
17) 

D2: WO 94/1 8565 A (LABSYSTEMS OY ; TUUNANEN JUKKA (Fl)) 1 8 August 1 994 
(1994-08-18) 

1)The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 18 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) 
PCT. 
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Claim 1 : 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
An apparatus for processing a fluid sample comprising: 

A platform (D1 , feature 2) comprising: a chamber suitable for receiving a sample (D1 , 
feature 22) ; and a functional component (D1, feature 9); 

An arm capable of being raised and lowered (D1 , feature 6) and including means for 
removably attaching to the functional component such that said component may be raised 
and lowered with the arm (D1 , feature 6)); and a means for moving the platform (the 
platform in D1 is a carrying rotary disk, which implicitly implies that it has means to rotate 
the disk, and therefore for moving the platform) such that any chamber or functional 
component may be aligned with respect to the arm (D1 , feature 2 and figures 9, where the 
functional component may be aligned with the arm by rotating the disk and the arm). 

Claim 18: 

The document D2 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A method for processing a fluid sample wherein the method comprises: 
placing a sample comprising an analyte into a first chamber located on a platform of an 
apparatus (D2, feature 2 and fig 4, representing the whole platform of the apparatus); 
binding the analyte to a binding material to form an analyte-binding material complex (D2, 
pag 5, line 25-40) 

lowering means for reversibly attracting said complex into said first chamber and allowing 

the complex to be attracted to said means (D2, pag 5, line 25-40); 

raising said means from the first chamber (D2, pag 5, line 25-40); 

moving said platform such that a second chamber is now aligned with the means for 

reversibly attracting said complex (D2, pag 7 , line 15-36 ) 

lowering said meas for reversibly attracting said complex into the second chamber and 
allowing the complex to detract from said means (D2, pag 7, line 15-36); 
characterized in that the analyte is subjected to a physical processing step either in the 
first chamber or in the second chamber (D2, pag 8, line 4-6, where the first chamber or 
second chamber are the wells of the plates of the cassette, and the pre-heating will be 
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done in those chambers). 

2) Dependent claims 2-17 and 19-23 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step, see documents D1 and D2 and the corresponding 
passages cited in the search report. 
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